
Robert J. Kleberg Public Library Newsletter 

Happenings @ your library® 

Tuesday, August 30, 2011 
 

Children’s Services 

With the summer over and children back in school, it is time for the library staff to focus on student 
services for the remainder of the year.  The library is currently preparing and expanding the book 
collection to assist children with their homework assignments.  To meet the students’ needs, the 
Cataloging Librarian, Connie Herrera, is busy processing new children’s books including new copies of 
Classic Fiction aimed at young readers, a collection of books on Native American Tribes, and many other  
genres.  These books will help juvenile patrons with both school projects and with their AR (Accelerated 
Reader) book points. 

In September, Mr. Max Pena, a teacher, math tutor, and inventor, will be visiting the library to showcase 

his creation, “The Smart Ruler.”  This ruler is a unique tool that helps children learn the basic 

mathematics of addition, subtraction, and multiplication as well as the more complex tasks such as 

algebra and geometry.  The library will be publicizing the event in the local newspaper, inviting parents, 

students and teachers to what promises to be an interesting and educational presentation.  

The Children’s Librarian, Danielle Friend, is also currently in the early stages of planning a Halloween 

story time in October, a bilingual story time in November, and a teen “Twilight” party in November, and 

our annual La Posada story time in December.  Details and dates of these events will be announced at 

later time. 

Computer Tech Services 

The Computer Tech Librarian, Joey Garcia, is currently working with the Adult Reference and Children’s 

librarians in reviewing the computer lab policies and procedures.  Since their introduction, computer 

usage has drastically evolved; therefore the library is revising the policies to reflect actual usage by 

patrons.  In addition, the library is also reviewing and revising its children’s Internet policies to ensure 

the library is in compliance with all federally mandated guidelines.   The library is planning to seek 

private funding to acquire at least four new terminals with the latest operating systems that are more 

capable of handling the media-heavy websites that many of our patrons access on a daily basis.  

Reference Services 

The Reference Librarian, Mary Ann Escamilla, is approximately half way through evaluating the 

Reference book collection.  The Acquisitions Librarian, Hector Vela, is keeping an inventory of the 

reference subjects that will need to be ordered for replacement.   In the library’s need to economize, the 

periodical and newspaper titles were evaluated and the collection was cut to stay within the 

subscription budget.   The revised Adult Computer Lab usage policies are currently being posted on each 

terminal as well as being posted in the lab room.  The adult computer lab terminals have received their 

regular scheduled maintenance and updates.  As of mid-August, the Computer Tech Librarian has 

completed the entire process.   


